
How to Keep Score

In Beach Volleyball
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By the end of this class, you should be 

able to do the following:  

2

1. Record match information on the score sheet

2. Keep score during play

3. Complete the score sheet to record the results 

of the match

Introduction



What topics will be covered in this training?  
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• Introduction to the score sheet

• Preparing the score sheet before the match

• Beach officials must multi-task

• Keeping the score during play

• Finishing a set

• Keeping score in a deciding set

• Completing the score sheet

• Recording sanctions or protests

• Recording medical time-outs

Introduction



Introduction to the 

score sheet

NEW for 2020: The interval between sets has been changed to two (2) minutes
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The score sheet
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Front of score sheet  

Set 1  

Set 2

Header

The score sheet

Summary
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Back of score sheet  

Coach 

Sanctions

Set 3

Remarks

The score sheet



The COURT SWITCH SCORE is recorded on the right hand side of the scoresheet.  The RUNNING SCORE for each team is tracked immediately below their scoring section.  The SCORING SECTION is used to record the score each time the server changes. The SERVICE ORDER for the match is tracked on the left side of the scoresheet.
The top of the scoresheet is the HEADING SECTION.  The HEADING SECTION is used 

to record the background information for the match (site, date, court #, etc.).   
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What are the different sections of the score 

sheet?  How are the sections used?  

The score sheet

The SET TIMING is recorded and tracked along the top of the Set 1 section.  MISCONDUCT and DELAY Warnings and Sanctions are recorded next to the relevant 

team section.  
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Do I use a different score sheet for a 

deciding set?

Teams switch on multiples of 5, not 7.

Yes – but it is VERY similar to the regular score sheet.

The score sheet



Pre-Match Duties
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Pre-match duties



What do I need to complete 

before the match?

1. Prepare score sheet header

2. Conduct a captain’s meeting

3. Record data from the captain’s meeting 

on score sheet
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Pre-match duties
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A note to the viewer

• The next group of slides will take you through 

the scoring of a beach volleyball match.  

• To make it easier for your to track what is 

happening on the score sheet, NEW text will 

appear in RED.  

• As the presentation continues, that text will 

appear in BLUE on the remaining slides.  

Pre-match duties



Prior to the coin toss, complete the header 

sections on the front page of the score sheet.  

06 03 20 1

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Baker, Adam

Smith, John

✓
✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL

12

Pre-match duties

U19 15 30

USA Blue USA Red

2

12

1

Apol, Dan

Murlless,Keith/Apol,Bonnie



How do I host a formal captain’s meeting?

13

In the most formal tournament settings (FIVB) the 

captain’s meeting follows a very specific protocol:

1. Introduce yourself and your partner both captains

2. Request / Confirm player uniform numbers and service order

3. Show coin to both teams, indicating which side of the coin 

represents each team

4. Toss the coin

5. Request choice from winning team:                                         

serve OR receive OR side of court

6. Request choice from other team:  from remaining option

7. Record choices on score sheet

8. Obtain signatures (on score sheet) from each captain

Pre-match duties



After the captain’s meeting, complete the 

TEAMS section on the back of the score sheet 
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Pre-match duties

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Baker, Adam

Smith, John

USA Blue USA Red

2

12

1

Apol, Dan

Murlless,Keith/Apol,Bonnie

✓

Dave Jones

✓

John Smith

✓ S ✓A
AB



Then complete the header / service order 

sections on the front of the score sheet
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Pre-match duties

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam



Your score sheet should look like this 

before the match starts 
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Pre-match duties

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam



How do I keep score during 

the match?  
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First Set



Beach officials are often 

asked to multi-task
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Multi-tasking



R1 Scenario:  

“I’m the only official 

assigned to a beach 

volleyball match.  How 

can I be both the R1 and 

the scorer at the same 

time?  
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Multi-tasking



Let’s watch an R1 in action using the 

clipboard on the stand
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Multi-tasking



R2 Scenario:  

“I have been assigned 

as R2 on a beach 

volleyball match, but I 

don’t have a scorer.  

How can I be both the 

R2 and scorer at the 

same time?” 

21

Multi-tasking



Beginning the set
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First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/



The middle of the set
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First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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How do I record a time-out?

Team B decides they 

want to discuss strategy 

and requests a time-out.  

First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

12 14
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How do I record player sanctions?

Dave behaves 

poorly and receives 

a yellow card.  

During the side 

change, Adam 

receives a red card.

First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

12 14

14

/

✓

13 14

/ / 14   14

15

14 14

✓

Team A Head Coach 

also receives a 

yellow card at 13-14.  

Record this warning on the back 

of the scoresheet in the Coach 

Sanctions Section.

Don’t forget to strike through the 

Misconduct Warning Boxes for 

the players on team A.



Continue through the set
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First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

12 14

14

/

✓

13 14

/ / 14   14

15

14 14

/ / / /

/ //// //

16 18

17 19

17

18

19

20

21

18   17
✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓

✓



The end of the set
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First Set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

12 14

14

/

✓

13 14

/ / 14   14

15

14 14

/ / / /

/ //// //

16 18

17 19

17

18

19

20

21

18   17
✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓

✓



How do I finish the score 

sheet at the end of a set?  
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Finishing the set



Finishing the first set
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Finishing the set

06 03 20 1
✓

✓ 23Gulf Shores, AL U19 15 30

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 30
✓

1

2

3

2

31

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ 3     4

/ / /

///

/

4

5

7

9

10

12

6

5 7 11

/

9

////////

/ / / / / / /// /

7     7

11    10

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

12 14

14

/

✓

13 14

/ / 14   14

15

14 14

/ / / /

/ //// //

16 18

17 19

17

18

19

20

21

18   17
✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓✓

✓

15 49 19

✓
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Starting the second set

No need for another coin toss - but you will need to ask 

each team their choice and service order.

HINT:  You you already marked which team gets first choice!  

Second set

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Baker, Adam

Smith, John

USA Blue USA Red

2

12

1

Apol, Dan

Murlless,Keith/Apol,Bonnie

✓

Dave Jones

✓

John Smith

✓ S ✓A
AB

RA

Both teams inform the R2 that they will switch 

their service order for the second set.
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Starting the second set

Set-up the scoresheet with the new information for the 

second set.  

Second set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 51

Don’t forget to strike through the Misconduct Warning boxes!!!
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Record the Second Set

Just like the first set; record the exit scores, side switches, 

time-outs, etc.  

Second set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

15 51 16  20 29

2  5

5  9

11  10
16  12

20  15

21  21

24 25

28  28

31  32

20 20

31 32

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓

✓

✓
12

17

13

10

6

11

9

4

2

7

194

13

20 23 27 31

21 25 29 33

21 24 28 31

15 22 26 30

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / // / / / / / / / / // / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / // / / / / / / / / // / / / / /

Notice anything unusual about the second set?
• It was a VERY high scoring set.  

• Make note of how the scorer recorded the points scored over 30.    

\ \ \

\



How do I keep score during 

a deciding set?

33

Second set
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You will need to host another coin toss.
- Gather the same info as the first captain’s meeting

- *Be sure to confirm the service order from each captain!
- Note:  Both teams choose to go back to their original service order.    

Don’t forget the deciding set is played to 15 (win by 2).  

There is NOT a Technical Time-Out in the deciding set.  

Starting the third set

Third set

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Baker, Adam

Smith, John

USA Blue USA Red

2

12

1

Apol, Dan

Murlless,Keith/Apol,Bonnie

✓

Dave Jones

✓

John Smith

✓ S ✓A
AB

RA

Teams switch sides on multiples of 5 (not 7). 

S A✓
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Starting the third set

Third set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

16 22

Your scoresheet should look like this to begin the third set.  

Using the information gathered during your third set coin toss, 

set up the scoresheet to begin the third set. 
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Record the third set

Third set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

16 22

During the set interval, Team A, Player 2 (Adam Baker) 

received a Misconduct Penalty.  Record this penalty point.  

0  0

/
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Record the third set

Third set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

16 22

With a score of USA Blue 9 / USA Red 11, the USA Blue Head 

Coach (Skip Stone) receives a Misconduct Penalty.  

Record this penalty point.  

0  0

/

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

1 6 8

4 7 9

2 6 10

4 8

/

/ /

/ / / / / / /

/ / / / / // / /

✓

/

8   7

4   6

2  3
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Record the third set

Third set

Don’t forget to record the card in the Coach Sanctions section 

on the back of the scoresheet.  

Smith, Matt

Stone, Skip

1

3

13 14

9  11
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Finish recording the third set

Third set

USA Blue

USA Red

2

1

2

1

A

B

Jones, Dave

Stone, Chip

Smith, John

Baker, Adam

16 22

0  0

/

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

1 6 8

4 7 9

2 6 10

4 8

/

/ /

/ / / / / / /

/ / / / / // / /

✓

/

/ /

/ //

10

11

✓

✓

✓

12

14

15

16 38 16

8   7

4   6

2  3

11  9

14  11



How do I complete a score 

sheet at the end of a match?
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Finishing the match



Recording the results of the match
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Finishing the match

Jones, Dave
Stone, Chip

Baker, Adam

Smith, John

USA Blue USA Red

2

12
1

Apol, Dan
Murlless,Keith/Apol,Bonnie

✓

Dave Jones

✓

John Smith

✓ S ✓A
AB

A S ✓R A

19 19 21

33 29 31
11 16*1 15

68

Smith, JohnBaker, Adam

USA Red
1

642



Thank you for watching 

“Beach Scoring Basics.” 

If you care to learn even more...
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END: Part 1



Special Protocols
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Finishing the match



What should I record on the 

score sheet if a coach is 

sanctioned?

44

Recording sanctions
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How do I record sanctions and 

remarks? 

Recording sanctions

Smith, Matt

Stone, Skip

1

3

13 14

9  11

IRC: Set 3, Team A; Baker, Adam, 0-0, Abuse of equipment. (After conclusion of Set 2.)

IRC: Set 1, Team A; Baker, Adam, 14-14, Profanity.

DQ:  Set 3, Team B, Asst. Coach Reese, Mo, 9-11, Physical Aggression.  

EXP:  Set 3, Team B, Head Coach, Stone, Skip, 11-14.  

Reese, Mo

IRC:  Set 3, Team A, Head Coach Stone, Skip, 9-11, Active Coaching.  

3 11 14

3 9   11



How do I record a 

Medical Time-Out?

46

Medical Time Out



Medical Time Out (MTO)

47

Since there are no substitutions in beach volleyball, the Rules include a formal 

protocol to allow players an opportunity to recover from injury. 

An injured player may take ONE Medical Time Out per match
• The MTO is a tool that is provided so that players may recover from injury 

• The MTO should not be used as a strategic or match-delaying tactic

A Medical Time Out lasts a maximum of 5 minutes
• The injured player may return to play early or may use the entire 5 minutes

• But is only allowed one MTO per match

If the injured player cannot return to play
• The team forfeits the remainder of their match

• They retain any sets and points scored during the match

• Opponents are granted enough points to “win” the match

If a Medical Time Out (MTO) is taken during a match, 

very specific details must be recorded on the score sheet.  

Medical Time Out
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Recording a Medical Time Out:  

Medical Time Out

*1  16:38:30 Set 3, 8-10, Team A serving, Team B Player #2 (Stone, Chip) requests medical time out 

(no medical personnel requested).  

- 16:43:00 Match resumed.  Total duration 00:04:30.

*2  Total Match Duration adjustment for MTO 00:04:30.

In this example, a player requests a medical time out (MTO) 

but does NOT require assistance from medical personnel.  

The maximum duration of this MTO is 5 minutes.  
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Recording a Medical Time Out:

Medical Time Out

*1  16:38:30 Set 3, 8-10, Team A serving, Team B Player #2 (Stone, Chip) requests medical assistance.  

- 16:39:30 Accredited medical personnel arrives (Start of MTO).  

- 16:44:00 Match resumed.  Total duration 00:05:30.

*2  Total Match Duration adjustment for MTO 00:05:30.

In this example, a player requests a MTO and requires 

assistance from medical personnel.  

The length of the MTO cannot exceed 5 minutes:  However the Total Match 

Duration adjustment will be determined by the amount of time required for 

medical to arrive at court.  
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Recording a Medical Time Out:

Medical Time Out

- 16:43:30 Accredited medical personnel arrives (Resume MTO).  

- 16:46:30 Match resumed.  Total duration 00:08:00.

*2  Total Match Duration adjustment for MTO 00:08:00.

*1  16:38:30 Set 3, 8-10, Team A serving, Team B Player #2 (Stone, Chip) requests medical time out 

(no medical personnel requested).  

- 16:40:30 Team B Player #2 (Stone, Chip) requests medical assistance. (Elapsed time 00:02:00)

In this example, a player requests a MTO and initially 

doesn’t require medical personnel.  

However, the player requests medical assistance later.   

The length of the MTO cannot exceed 5 minutes.  If medical assistance is 

requested late, the treatment time is reduced.  



Thank you for watching our Beach 

Scoring presentation. 

See you on the beach!!!
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END: Part 1


